
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 

HOWEVER IT DIES – THERE’S STILL LIFE:  

MOBILEMUSTER TURNS ‘PHONE DEATHS’ INTO A 

SPRING CLEANING CHALLENGE 
 

• FROM WASHING MACHINE TUMBLES TO DISCO DANCEFLOORS – EVERY DEAD 

PHONE STILL HOLDS VALUE 

• ALMOST 13 MILLION DEAD PHONES: SITTING UNUSED IN AUSSIE HOMES, WITH 

96% OF MATERIALS READY TO BE RECOVERED AND REUSED 

• UNMISSABLE MOBILEMUSTER INSTALLATIONS PUT PHONE ‘FUNERAL’ STORIES 

FRONT AND CENTRE 

 
MEDIA ASSETS OF INSTALLATIONS ARE AVAILABLE TO DOWNLOAD HERE 

 
 

Sydney, Australia – From the phone that went for a swim and ended up in the belly of a 

clam shell, to the one that tumbled through a washing machine spin cycle, to the handset 

flattened under a pair of glittering disco boots — we’ve all got a story about how our device 

met its untimely end. 

This spring, MobileMuster, Australia’s official mobile phone recycling program, is launching 

its bold “However It Dies” campaign to get Australians recycling the almost 13 million ‘dead’ 

mobiles gathering dust at home – just in time for spring cleaning season. 

Research shows just over one-in-three Australians currently have at least one non-working 

mobile phone in their homes, yet many don’t know how or why to recycle them. Whether a 

phone met its fate underwater, in the laundry, on the dancefloor, or simply faded away in a 

drawer, 96% of its materials – including precious metals and plastics – can be recovered and 

repurposed into new products, keeping them out of landfill and in the circular economy. 

To bring the message to life, three large-scale, interactive installations have been unveiled in 

high-traffic Sydney locations, each reimagining these everyday disasters as larger-than-life 

artworks — a glowing ocean scene with a cracked handset nestled inside a clam; a front-

loader washing machine with a lonely sock marking the crime scene; and a sparkling disco 

setup where sequined boots trample a pile of old mobiles under shimmering lights. 

 

https://9xz0m8wjfue8ovyl-my.sharepoint.com/:f:/g/personal/tim_loyalco_com_au/Eoad-p_fFbVMkl2yjq14gq4BJCAqAb49RtJnyKDgOzeFow?e=423i8j


David Robb, Head of Operations at AMTA / MobileMuster, said:  

“Almost 13 million mobiles are sitting idle in homes across Australia. Whether it’s cracked, 

drowned, or run over in the driveway it can still be put to work again through recycling. 

We’ve all got at least one ‘phone death’ story. The ‘However It Dies’ campaign turns those 

mishaps into a moment to act. The installations aren’t just memorable — they’re a reminder 

that spring cleaning isn’t complete until your old tech is dealt with the right way.” 

MobileMuster offers thousands of drop-off points nationwide through participating Telstra, 

Optus and Vodafone stores, local councils and retailers. Phones can also be recycled via reply 

post labels and free mailing satchels, available from participating outlets or ordered online. 

Find your nearest drop-off point at: www.mobilemuster.com.au 

 

FAST FACTS 

• 12.7 million unused phones are sitting in homes across Australia. 

•34% of Australians have at least one broken, unused phone in storage. 

• 95.8% of materials in a phone can be recovered and reused. 

• MobileMuster has collected and recycled over 16 million handsets since 1998. 

 

 

About MobileMuster 

MobileMuster is Australia’s accredited mobile phone recycling program, committed to 

keeping phones – and their finite resources – out of landfill. Through education, advocacy 

and free nationwide collection, MobileMuster helps build a circular economy for the mobile 

industry. For more information, visit www.mobilemuster.com.au 

 

 

 

Further enquiries: 

Tim Ashworth, Loyal 

M: 0402 922 608 

E: Tim@Loyalco.com.au 
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