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Classroom Management: Driving Australia’s Evidence-Based
Education Agenda

Canberra, ACT - 17 August 2026 - As governments across Australia invest in
strategies to improve student behaviour, teacher wellbeing and educational outcomes,
one of the nation's leading voices in education, Dr Tim McDonald, will launch the
third edition of Classroom Management: The Foundation for Learning at Parliament
House, Canberra.

The launch comes at a critical time for the teaching profession. With teacher stress and
burnout reaching concerning levels, schools are increasingly seeking practical solutions
that support both educators and students. Research has found that 90 per cent of
teachers report moderate to extremely severe levels of stress, while the
Australian Education Research Organisation (AERO) has identified managing
student behaviour as a key area of professional learning need for teachers (1).

Published by Oxford University Press Australia & New Zealand, Classroom
Management: The Foundation for Learning offers a clear, actionable framework for
creating classrooms where students are engaged, expectations are understood and
learning can flourish.

Blending contemporary research with real-world application, the book addresses
one of the most pressing challenges facing schools today: establishing the

conditions that enable effective teaching and meaningful learning.
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At the heart of the book is Dr McDonald's CORE Framework—a practical model for
creating Calm, Orderly and Respectful Environments that foster positive behaviour,
stronger relationships and improved student outcomes.

Unlike traditional classroom management texts that focus on theory alone, the
book provides educators with structured approaches, routines and tools that can be
implemented immediately, helping schools build consistency and confidence across
classrooms.

Jeanette Breen, Acting CEO of Think Forward Educators, Head of Global
Partnerships at No More Marking and Learning Specialist at Templestowe Heights
Primary School, described the book as a significant contribution to the profession.

"My favourite aspect of Classroom Management: The Foundation for Learning is its precision
—the clear, measurable steps that replace the broad, ambiguous language we too often rely
on and which students are then expected to interpret for themselves. In a landscape where
guidance can remain well-intentioned but vague, this offers a coherent and practical model
that schools can enact with confidence. It will support leaders and teachers at all stages of
their journey."”

The launch will bring together policymakers, education leaders, teachers and

researchers to explore how evidence-informed classroom practice can strengthen

teacher capability, improve student engagement and create more effective learning
environments across Australian schools.

Source 1. [Teachers face greater stress and burnout risk, Deakin research finds |_Deakin Centre for Research for Educational
Impact | Turning great ideas into impact.]
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Dr Tim McDonald is one of Australia’s leading voices on evidence-informed education.

A former teacher, Associate Professor at Edith Cowan University, Executive Director of
Catholic Education Western Australia, he is CEO of Y (formerly YMCA) Western Australia
and subject matter expert to the Federal Government’s Engaged Classrooms Initiative.
Tim is also the author of Classroom Management: Engaging Students in Learning, now in its
third edition.

Tim's work is shaped by a lifelong commitment to educational equity — from walking
alongside Mum Shirl in New South Wales prisons, to building the capacity of teachers to
create classrooms where every child can flourish.

About the Book

Classroom Management: The Foundation of Learning (Third Edition) provides educators
with practical, research-informed strategies for building productive learning
environments.

The book introduces the CORE Framework and includes classroom routines, behaviour
support tools, de-escalation techniques, implementation guidance, and case-study
examples drawn from real Australian classrooms. [Link:
https://www.oup.com.au/books/higher-education/teacher-education/9780190354572]

About the Eevent
e Event: Launch of Classroom Management: The Foundation of Learning (Third Edition)
e Date: Monday, 17 August 2026
e Location: Parliament House, Canberra, ACT
e Hosts: Oxford University Press Australia & New Zealand and The Y Western Australia
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