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MEDIA RELEASE – 3 September 2026 

For Immediate Release 

Download photos and get links to team member profiles 

Australian Students Earn International Recognition at the 2026 Science 
Olympiads 

Australia’s most talented young scientists have excelled at the 2026 International Science 
Olympiads, returning home with an impressive collection of four gold, four silver and four 
bronze medals while competing against the world's top science students. 

After rigorous qualifying exams and extensive training, 17 students from high schools across Australia were 
selected to compete at the 2026 International Science Olympiads. Five of these students, comprising the 
Australian International Physics Olympiad team, were unable to compete due to a heightened travel warning 
for the host city in Colombia. 

Proudly wearing the green and gold, twelve students represented Australia across three International 
Science Olympiads. Teams of four competed at the International Chemistry Olympiad in Uzbekistan, the 
International Biology Olympiad in Lithuania, and the International Earth Science Olympiad in Italy. Beyond 
the competition itself, the experience enabled students and accompanying team members to build lasting 
global connections and immerse themselves in the cultures, histories and environments of the host nations.  

“All students selected for our Olympiad teams work incredibly hard, and we are so proud of their 
achievements,” said Australian Science Innovations (ASI) Executive Director Vanessa Kates. “The benefits of 
participating in these programs extend well beyond competition results, but it is important to celebrate their 
success and recognise the dedication behind it.” 

“The Australian team competing in the International Earth Science Olympiad (IESO) in Turin, Italy, delivered a 
truly impressive outcome, earning three gold medals and a bronze,” said Ms Kates. 

The strength of the Australian team at the IESO was evident, with Mali Hart, Hazel Chan and Yukai Yan each 
earning gold medals, while Stephanie Cheng won a bronze medal. Hazel was also recognised with the 
prestigious Mary Anning Award for Top Female Student. Her achievements reflect years of development 
through ASI extension programs, having previously attended two ASI residential science schools after 
excellent results in the qualifying exams. 

Western Australian student Mali exemplifies how ASI programs are identifying and supporting talented 
students from across the country. With its globally significant landscapes and strong links to the resources 
and earth science sectors, Western Australia provides an inspiring environment for young people to engage 
with the geosciences. Mali’s success demonstrates the importance of creating opportunities for students to 
explore earth and environmental sciences.  

Also from Western Australia, Chloe Jain earned a bronze medal at the International Chemistry Olympiad in 
Tashkent, Uzbekistan. Chloe represented ASI at the Asian Science Camp in Thailand last year, and her 
experiences there, together with her success in Uzbekistan, highlight the value of international STEM 

https://asi.edu.au/2026-international-science-olympiad-results/
https://asi.edu.au/announcing-the-2026-international-science-olympiad-teams/
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opportunities. These programs help students build global collaboration and networking skills and ultimately 
strengthen Australia's future STEM workforce. 

“We strive to connect with and support talented students from all states and territories, so it is wonderful to 
have students from Western Australia represented in our teams,” Ms Kates said. “It is also encouraging to 
see our online science extensions programs helping promising regional students access opportunities and 
pathways that can lead to international competition.” 

Olympiad student Isobel McAllister from Gippsland, Victoria, is one example of how regional students 
benefit from ASI's programs. Through online ASI talent development programs, the Curious Minds girls in 
STEM initiative and the 2025 Asian Science Camp, she developed the skills and confidence that helped her 
earn a bronze medal at the 2026 International Biology Olympiad in Vilnius, Lithuania. 

Another success story is Cameron Wong, whose progression through ASI's science extension pathways, 
including online and residential schools, helped him develop the knowledge, skills and experience that led 
to selection for Australia’s 2025 International Junior Science Olympiad team and a silver medal at this year’s 
International Biology Olympiad. 

Also among this year’s high achievers was ASI alum Daniel Lin, who won gold at the International Chemistry 
Olympiad after previously earning a bronze medal while representing Australia at the 2025 competition.  

“The achievements of our students across all Olympiad disciplines this year have been outstanding. Their 
results reflect the commitment, perseverance and talent they have demonstrated throughout the selection 
and training process, as well as the dedication of the teams and networks who support them every step of 
the way,” said Associate Professor Stella Clark, Chair of the Board. 

“We are incredibly proud of what they have accomplished. These results demonstrate the value of investing 
in young scientific talent and ensuring students, wherever they live, can access opportunities to develop 
their potential. Australia's future STEM workforce is looking promising. Congratulations to all!” 

Australia’s International Science Olympiads programs are run by not-for-profit Australian Science 
Innovations. Thank you to our valued partners, supporters, and sponsors. 

We are grateful to: 

• Major Funder, the Department of Industry, Science and Resources 
• University Partner, Australian National University 

• Major Sponsor, Citadel Securities 
 
Media contact 
Bec Pollock, Engagement Specialist, Australian Science Innovations  
comms@asi.edu.au | 0493 960 765 
Interviews with ASI Executive Director Vanessa Kates available.  

mailto:comms@asi.edu.au
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2026 International Science Olympiad – Australian medalists 

Gold medals 
Daniel Lin James Ruse Agricultural High School NSW International Chemistry Olympiad 
Hazel Chan The Mac.Robertson Girls’ High School VIC International Earth Science Olympiad 
Mali Hart Bunbury Catholic College WA International Earth Science Olympiad 
Yukai Yan Sydney Church of England Grammar 

School 
NSW International Earth Science Olympiad 

Silver medals 
Ishan Umranikar Melbourne Grammar School VIC International Chemistry Olympiad 
Dylan Win Normanhurst Boys High School NSW International Chemistry Olympiad 
Cameron Wong Scotch College Hawthorn VIC International Biology Olympiad 
Tiffany Yi Presbyterian Ladies’ College Sydney NSW International Biology Olympiad 
Bronze medals 
Chloe Jain Rossmoyne Senior High School WA International Chemistry Olympiad 
Isobel McAllister Gippsland Grammar School VIC International Biology Olympiad 
Ethan Tay Waverley Christian College VIC International Biology Olympiad 
Stephanie Cheng James Ruse Agricultural High School NSW International Earth Science Olympiad 

2026 International Science Olympiad results for Australian teams, by discipline 

2026 International Chemistry Olympiad, held from 10 to 19 July in Tashkent, Uzbekistan. 

• Gold for Daniel Lin - James Ruse Agricultural High School, NSW 
• Silver for Ishan Umranikar - Melbourne Grammar School, VIC 
• Silver for Dylan Win - Normanhurst Boys High School, NSW 
• Bronze for Chloe Jain - Rossmoyne Senior High School, WA  

 
IChO Team Profiles and Headshots 

2026 International Biology Olympiad, held from 12 to 19 July in Vilnius, Lithuania.  

• Silver for Cameron Wong - Scotch College Hawthorn, VIC 
• Silver for Tiffany Yi - Presbyterian Ladies’ College Sydney, NSW 
• Bronze for Isobel McAllister - Gippsland Grammar School, VIC 
• Bronze for Ethan Tay - Waverley Christian College, VIC  

 
IBO Team Profiles and Headshots 
 
2026 International Earth Science Olympiad, held from 20 to 27 August in Turin, Italy. 

Individual Examination: 

• Gold for Hazel Chan - The Mac.Robertson Girls’ High School, VIC 

https://asi.edu.au/team-australia-2026-international-chemistry-olympiad/
https://asi.edu.au/team-australia-2026-international-chemistry-olympiad/
https://asi.edu.au/team-australia-2026-international-chemistry-olympiad/
https://asi.edu.au/team-australia-2026-international-chemistry-olympiad/
https://asi.edu.au/team-australia-2026-international-chemistry-olympiad/
https://asi.edu.au/team-australia-2026-international-chemistry-olympiad/
https://asi.edu.au/team-australia-2026-international-biology-olympiad/
https://asi.edu.au/team-australia-2026-international-biology-olympiad/
https://asi.edu.au/team-australia-2026-international-biology-olympiad/
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• Gold for Mali Hart - Bunbury Catholic College, WA 
• Gold for Yukai Yan - Sydney Church of England Grammar School, NSW 
• Bronze for Stephanie Cheng - James Ruse Agricultural High School, NSW 

Earth System Project: 

• Hazel, Mali, Stephanie, and Yukai were all awarded bronze. 

International Team Field Investigation: 

• Silver for Mali 
• Silver for Yukai 
• Bronze for Hazel 
• Bronze for Stephanie 

 
IESO Team Profiles and Headshots 
 
2026 International Physics Olympiad team (note: team could not travel/ compete) 

IPhO Team Profiles and Headshots 
 
 

https://asi.edu.au/team-australia-2026-international-earth-science-olympiad/
https://asi.edu.au/team-australia-2026-international-earth-science-olympiad/
https://asi.edu.au/team-australia-2026-international-physics-olympiad/

