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Media Release 
 
 
BMI ADVANCES EXPLORATION TOWARDS DRILLING ON 
BOUGAINVILLE  (By Peterson Tseraha) 
Bougainville Mineral Investments Limited (BMI) is progressing towards the next stage of exploration 
at its Bougainville project site following completion of a series of important community, government, 
land access and technical milestones. 
 
In a press statement sent to Post Courier in Buka BMI is working to establish a responsible 
resources business in Bougainville, one of the Pacific region’s most prospective copper-gold 
geological environments. 
 
The Company has completed extensive community awareness and engagement across its 
Exploration Licence area and secured landholder consents. A Land Access and Compensation 
Agreement has also been completed, providing an agreed framework for BMI's exploration 
activities. 
 
Social mapping has now commenced to further identify and confirm individual, family and tribal 
interests in land within the Exploration Licence area. 
 
BMI Managing Director Justin Haines said establishing community acceptance and an effective 
working relationship with landowners had been fundamental to the Company's approach from the 
outset. 
 
“Before we put a drill rig on the ground, we need to know that the communities whose land we are 
working on understand what we are doing, support the process and have a genuine role in it,” Mr 
Haines said. 
 
“BMI has invested considerable time in building those relationships. The Exploration Licence, land 
access arrangements and commencement of social mapping represent important milestones and 
provide a strong foundation from which we can now advance the technical exploration program,” 
said Mr Haines. BMI has: 
 

• Strong community and government engagement across BMI’s exploration area. 
• BMI’s first Exploration Licence awarded by the Autonomous Bougainville Government 

(ABG). 
• Land Access and Compensation Arrangements completed and Social Mapping commenced 

to confirm individual and traditional land ownership ahead of exploration activities. 
• Historical exploration data and airborne magnetic survey data have identified multiple 

prospective copper-gold and epithermal targets. 
• BMI is now preparing to engage a leading PNG geological consultancy to independently 

ground-truth the data and define priority drill targets. 
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“BMI has also established constructive working relationships with the Autonomous Bougainville 
Government at both political and departmental levels, with no material issues raised as the 
Company has progressed its activities within Bougainville’s regulatory framework,” he said. 
 
In parallel, BMI has compiled and analysed extensive historical geological and exploration 
information covering its project area. 
 
That work has been supplemented by the Company's access to recently flown airborne magnetic 
survey data. 
 
BMI's current project portfolio includes a number of prospective porphyry copper-gold and 
epithermal gold-copper targets.  
 
The Company's existing technical assessment has identified 4–5 significant porphyry copper-gold 
targets and 2–3 epithermal gold-copper targets for further investigation. 
 
Bougainville forms part of the Pacific Ring of Fire, which hosts many of the world's major porphyry 
copper-gold deposits. The broader region hosts globally significant mineral systems including 
Panguna, Lihir and Simberi. 
 
BMI's next technical step is to engage a leading PNG geological consultancy to undertake a 
comprehensive Ground Truthing Study to independently validate BMI's historical and geophysical 
datasets in the field, examine priority geological targets and assist in defining locations for the 
Company's planned drilling program. 
 
Mr Haines said the work represented the transition from assembling and analysing historical 
information towards testing the opportunity on the ground. 
 
“There is a considerable body of historical geological information available, and we have now 
combined that with modern airborne magnetic data to develop a much clearer picture of the priority 
exploration targets,” Mr Haines said. 
 
“The next step is straightforward: put experienced independent geologists on the ground, validate 
what the data is telling us and identify the highest-priority targets for drilling,” he said. 
 
“Our approach is deliberately methodical. Build the community relationships first, establish land 
access, understand the historical geology, apply modern exploration data and then test the best 
targets,” said Mr Haines. 
 
BMI has established a fully equipped exploration camp at Yokomori village in the Taonita Teop 
Constituency, Tinputz District, North Bougainville to support its expanding field program. 
 
The facility includes full sample preparation and storage capabilities, enabling geological samples 
collected during field programs to be prepared for dispatch to accredited Australian laboratories for 
analysis. A retained sample library will also be maintained at Yokomori, providing an important 
permanent geological reference as exploration progresses. The site also has a helipad. 
 
Following completion of the Ground Truthing Study and identification of priority drill locations, BMI 
plans to advance to its first targeted drilling program. 
 
The Company will continue its community and landholder engagement throughout each stage of 
exploration. BMI will also continue its program of donating much-needed medical equipment to 
Buka Hospital. 
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Mr Haines said BMI's objective was to demonstrate that modern mineral exploration and strong 
community relationships can advance together. 
 
“Bougainville has extraordinary geological potential, but developing a modern resources industry 
here must be about considerably more than geology,” Mr Haines said. 
 
“BMI will demonstrate that exploration can be undertaken responsibly, transparently and in genuine 
partnership with Bougainville's people,” he said. 
 
ENDS 
 

 
BMI Chairman, Paul Ryan at Camp Site Opening 

 
 

Bougainville Mineral Investments Ltd (BMI) 
BMI is partnering with the emerging nation of Bougainville to assist in founding a responsible 
resources sector, with significant landholder ownership. 6 projects are staged for delivery and 5 
display significant gold prospectivity, with at-surface resource mineralisation and high-grade target 
evident. The first mining tenement has been granted at Teop, with 1 granted exploration licence and 
a further 2 exploration licences in application. Located on the Pacific Ring of Fire, 9,980 km of 
Helimag surveys have identified 64 targets of interest. 

 

For further information:  
Justin Haines, CEO 
e justin.haines@greatdividemining.com.au 
m +61 (0)418 876 420 
 

Great Divide Mining Ltd (ASX: GDM) 
Great Divide Mining is an Australian Gold, Antimony and critical metals miner, explorer, developer and 
producer with five projects across 17 tenements (including two in application). GDM’s focus is on operating 
producing assets within areas of historical mining and past exploration with nearby infrastructure, thus 



 
 

Page 4 of 4 

Tel. (07) 3071 9290 
admin@greatdividemining.com.au 

Level 12, 127 Creek Street, Brisbane QLD 4001 

enabling rapid development in partnership with environmental protection. GDM’s track record of success 
with its Australian projects has seen it selected by BMI to be the lead contractor for its Bougainville project. 
https://greatdividemining.com.au/ 


