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Tour Guides Australia join industry calls for the Federal Government
to reconsider its position on additional Qatar Airways flights.

Tour Guides Australia fully supports calls from industry associations such as the
Australia Tourism Export Council and the Council of Australian Tour Operators,
who, like Tour Guides Australia, support Thrive 2030, Australia’s national
strategy for the long-term sustainable growth of the visitor economy. An
identified challenge in this strategy is increased international competition,
particularly concerning airline routes.

Qatar Airways is ready to double its capacity in Australia. Tour Guides Australia
see this as an immediate opportunity that will benefit professional tour guides,
tourism operators and Australia’s visitor economy.

President of Tour Guides Australia, Leanne Saward, says, "Additional air
capacity into Australia will provide immediate relief from high fares, boost the
economy and create more jobs. With exchange rates favouring international
visitors from Australia’s core international markets, the Federal government's
decision certainly impacts Australia’s international competitiveness as a
destination."

Australian Bureau of Statistic arrivals data for the year ending June 2023 show
that international arrivals are down 37.3% from June 2019 to June 2023. Tour
Guides Australia believes this figure will take an unnecessarily extended period
to improve whilst the Federal government continues to lock out airlines ready
to serve Australia now.
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ABOUT TOUR GUIDES AUSTRALIA

Tour Guides Australia was formed in 2021 when the Professional Tour Guides
Association of Australia amalgamated with Guiding Organisations Australia.
Tour Guides Australia has undertaken professional tour guide accreditation and
professional development since 1985.

Tour Guides Australia is a member-run association supporting education,
professional development, advocacy, and career support.

For more information, visit www.tga.org.au
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