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 Cocky Guides Wins Excellence in Accessible Tourism at the 2023 
 New South Wales Tourism Awards. 

 Five years ago, Cocky Guides Leader and Founder James (Buck) McFarlane 
 tested an idea he had to develop a new way of travel he calls sensory tourism. 
 Sensory tourism seeks to present des�na�ons differently, without sight, for 
 blind and low-vision travellers. Today Cocky Guides is an award-winning 
 not-for-profit, accessible tourism business for blind and low-vision Australians. 

 Cocky Guides is a social enterprise that connects communi�es and industry by providing 
 group support to help blind and low-vision Australians travel without relying on family, 
 friends or paid carers. Since its launch in 2018, Cocky Guides has returned over one million 
 dollars to the Australian visitor economy. 

 Five key sta�s�cs that highlight Cocky Guides contribu�on to Australia’s visitor economy 
 over the past five years include: 

 1. Engaging 1,250 blind and low-vision travellers on around 300 sensory tours 
 2. Visited 60 des�na�ons across Australia 
 3. Contributed over $1,000,000 to Australia’s visitor economy 
 4. Provided approximately 125,000 NDIS par�cipant support hours in a social se�ng 
 5. Worked with over 100 Australian visitor economy businesses 

 Cocky Guides Founder James (Buck) McFarlane says, “What makes Cocky Guides extra 
 special, apart from the mul�-sensory experiences we create for our travellers, is the power 
 of our advocacy for accessible and inclusive travel. We advocate by being out and about in 
 des�na�ons and working with a wide range of visitor economy businesses throughout NSW 
 and beyond. Our amazing team of passionate Trip Leaders create inclusive experiences as 
 diverse as hiking to the summit of Mount Koziusko to exploring underground in the opal 
 mines of Lightening Ridge. ” 

 In 2024 Cocky Guides has its sights set on suppor�ng Des�na�on NSW and Tourism Australia 
 by offering bespoke packages for blind and low-vision Interna�onal Visitors to Australia. 

 Do you have a friend or rela�ve who is blind or has low vision? Share Cocky Guides on 
 socials to discover what we do. Keep up to date with regular newsle�ers about group tours, 
 or request a tailored trip at www.cockyguides.com.au 
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 For further informa�on, please get in touch with James (Buck) McFarlane at 
 buck@cockyguides.com.au or call 0403 827 666 

 ABOUT COCKY GUIDES 

 Since launching in August 2018, Cocky Guides have specialised in providing unique, 
 mul�sensory adventures for the blind and low-vision community. More than 1,250 travellers 
 have visited 60 des�na�ons with Cocky Guides. 

 Cocky Guides is a licensed Parks Eco Pass operator with NSW Na�onal Parks & Wildlife 
 Service and is the recipient of the Gold Award for Excellence in Accessible Tourism at the 
 pres�gious 2023 NSW Tourism Awards. 

 There are over 575,000 Australians who are blind or have low vision. Cocky Guides aims to 
 be the leading support provider for adventure and travel, designed to increase 
 independence, plus social and community par�cipa�on for blind and low-vision Australians. 

 For more informa�on, visit www.cockyguides.com.au 


