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Australians Aged 80-89 Have Highest Likelihood Of Dying In A
Road Accident, Finds New Study By Tyre Geek

Analysis of 1,266 road fatalities in Australia in 2023 reveals that elderly Australians have a
greater risk of death in road crashes than any other cohort, at 9.2 deaths per 100,000
people.

BRISBANE, AUSTRALIA - 6 FEBRUARY 2024: Australians aged 80-89 have the highest
likelihood of dying in a road accident, according to a new study by Tyre Geek.

The analysis also found that motorcycles make up just 1% of all passenger vehicle
kilometres on our roads, but that motorcyclists make up 20% of all road fatalities.

Complete Results: https://tyregeek.com.au/research/road-fatality-statistics-australia-2023

This analysis involved Tyre Geek analysing 1,266 road fatalities in Australia in 2023, as
reported to the Bureau of Infrastructure and Transport Research Economics (BITRE).
Factors such as gender, age, vehicle, location and crash time were analysed.

Impact of age: Australians aged 80-89 have the highest likelihood of dying in a road
accident, at 9.2 deaths per 100,000 people. This was followed by 90-99 year olds with a
fatality rate of 7.7 deaths per 100,000, and 20-29 year olds with a fatality rate of 7.4 per
100,000 people.

Impact of gender: Males made up 75.9% of road fatalities where the gender of the victim
was known in 2023.

Impact of vehicle type: Despite travelling only 1% of all passenger vehicle kilometres,
motorcycle riders and passengers make up 20% of all fatalities.

Impact of speed limit: Over one third (33.9%) of fatalities occur at speed limits of 60 km/h
or below.

Impact of location: Darling Downs & Maranoa (QLD) and New England & North West
(NSW) are the most dangerous regions in the country, each with 21.7 deaths per 100,000
residents.

Outback QLD and Shepparton in Victoria followed with 20.6 and 20.5 deaths per 100,000
residents, respectively.

Inner South Melbourne was the safest region, with just 0.3 deaths per 100,000 residents.

Impact of day of week: The weekend is the most dangerous part of the week for road
fatalities, with 37% of fatalities occurring. Monday is the safest day of the week, with just
12% of fatalities occurring on this day.

https://tyregeek.com.au/research/road-fatality-statistics-australia-2023


Impact of time of day: 3-4pm is the most dangerous time of day, with 6.3% of fatalities
occurring in this hour.

Impact of month of year: September is the most dangerous month of the year, with 10.3%
of all fatalities occurring here.

Impact of state/territory: Northern Territory gets the most road fatalities per person, with
12.3 deaths per 100,000 residents in 2023.

ACT is the safest state/territory, with only 0.9 deaths per 100,000 residents.

Historical trend: 2023 saw the highest road toll rate since 2017, with 4.8 deaths per
100,000 people.

“While road fatalities in Australia have steadily declined over the last few decades, progress
has plateaued in recent years, with the fatality rate fairly steady. It is well known that tyre
quality and remaining tread life play a huge role in vehicle stopping distances and crash
dynamics, and it’s something that I would like to see state governments enforce more
rigorously,” Tyre Geek founder Louis Fredheim said.

Complete Analysis Results:
https://tyregeek.com.au/research/road-fatality-statistics-australia-2023
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Fair Use: Feel free to quote any of the statistics, or use any of the charts in the study in your
own work, as long as you provide attribution in the form of a link back to the study.

About Tyre Geek

Tyre Geek uses real, standardised test data from the European Union and the UTQG system
in the USA to help consumers compare vehicle tyres in Australia. Tens of thousands of users
use Tyre Geek every month to find the next set of tyres for their vehicle.
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