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IMMEDIATE DISTRIBUTION - 27 DECEMBER 2021

Title: Rapid Test and Track secures 240 million rapid antigen tests

SYDNEY: Rapid Test & Track has secured 240 million rapid antigen tests from Chinese MedTech company Biotime for well below $4 per unit.

The United Kingdom Government have supplied in excess of 1.8 billion of the same Biotime test kits via the NHS to residents for free over the past 14 months, with rapid antigen testing becoming the new norm and a way to relieve the pressure on PCR testing laboratories. 

CEO of Rapid Test & Track Alan Higgins spoke to The Australian about the closing window for Australia to secure a large volume of tests.

"Today, we have managed to secure 240 million kits at well below the current price point, for well below AUD$4.00," says Higgins.
"We are working with the TGA on expedited approval of the Biotime tests and look forward to delivering the supplies to Australia's Federal and State Government as soon as possible."

In recent weeks Australian pharmacies have run out of rapid tests, retailing for $15.00 - $30.00 per test. The problem now is that stock shortages are becoming commonplace, as consumers desperately find ways to confirm if they are negative. The number of close contacts in isolation has dramatically increased, and the supply shortage is set to get worse. 

NSW, Health Minister Brad Hazzard says wait times for PCR COVID test results have ballooned to 48 to 72 hours, with many people waiting even longer than that to get a result.

NSW Premier Dominic Perrottet has thrown his support behind rapid antigen testing, advising NSW residents to rapid test before entering a high-risk setting rather than queueing for a PCR test.

"If you're going into a high-risk setting, if you're visiting an elderly person, if you're going into one of those areas where you might be thinking, 'now I'll go and get a PCR test', no, have these rapid antigen tests at home, and as we move through 2022, we believe this will become the new norm."

It is expected that the Governments of UK and Brazil will continue to order hundreds of millions of Biotime tests in the coming weeks, and the USA will distribute 500 million rapid antigen tests for free to American citizens.

"It's now a race to lock in supply contracts, particularly when a lot of Chinese factories close down for Chinese New Year" says Higgins.

For more information or to arrange an interview with Alan Higgins, please get in touch with Amanda Lacey on amanda@popcom.com.au or visit https://rapidtestandtrack.com.au.

Rapid Test & Track also offers rapid antigen tests to the public via their www.StayingSafe.com.au consumer brand. Consumers can access affordable rapid antigen tests and download the free digital StayingSafe app, which helps users to accurately perform a test, easily store a record of recent tests and create events for their family and friends to share their results before your holiday season catch-ups.

Rapid Test & Track has developed a Rapid Antigen Testing Solution that can be tailored to suit the needs of any business, regardless of size, industry or location. From policies and procedures to getting you set up quickly, enforcing infection control and recording test data in our secure Companion App – our tailored Rapid Antigen Testing Solution has got you covered from start to finish. https://rapidtestandtrack.com.au.
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