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MEDIA RELEASE 

Flood ripple effect could be town and region ending event without further support 

The ripple effects from the devastating floods in the Northern Rivers Region have the potential to 
be town and region ending events without further Government support, claims the Frame & Truss 
Manufacturers Association of Australia today. 

“FTMA Member Sly Bros is a family-owned business who has been in the region for 100 years and 
on its current site in Woodburn for 90 years”, said FTMA CEO, Mrs Kersten Gentle. 

“Sly Bros are the one of the biggest employers in town and, like all other responsible businesses 
in Woodburn, they have worked hard to mitigate flood damage by building their businesses to 
withstand floods based on the 1954 flood levels”, Mrs Gentle said. 

However, this time they simply had no time. 

“On Monday 28 February at 4.30pm, we left the business and there was no water on the ground, 
however, by midnight the water was already entering our office and it was too late, as we had 
never experienced the speed in which the water rose”, said David Sly, Director of Sly Bros. 

“In Woodburn alone, 95% of residential and all businesses have been destroyed, which is similar 
to Coraki, Bungawalbyn, Broadwater and Wardell and there is no doubt we are at risk of being 
forced to close which will have a detrimental impact on the entire Northern Rivers region”, said 
Mr Sly. 

“This catastrophic storm was not a just a flood but a disaster for our entire region and if the 
Federal and State Government’s want our region to survive, they must step-up and provide 
further assistance”, Mr Sly said. 

“Whilst we appreciate the 13 weeks Disaster Relief Payments (DRP) provided by the government, 
they must streamline the process as people have lost cars, computers, phones and all their 
possessions, and the last thing they need is to find a way to get to a place to register or to 
register online, it’s just not practical”, said Mr Sly. 

“The Federal Government has already saved many of our businesses through the JobKeeper 
program as it allowed our payroll to continue and streamlined the process making it easier for 
everyone and removed the stress.” 

“We call on government to use the JobKeeper mechanisms as a way of distributing the DRP so 
workers can continue to be paid, businesses can ensure they retain their skilled workers, and we 
can turn our focus to the enormous task of cleaning up” said Mr Sly. 

“If the State & Federal Government’s want the vote of country people at this year’s elections, they 
need to cut red tape and increase the support for businesses and communities devastated by 
these catastrophic floods”, concluded Mrs Gentle 

For further information please contact:   

David Sly, Director Sly Bros Kersten Gentle, CEO FTMA Australia 
0414 283 270 0418 226 242 



Roof trusses and wall frame manufacturing both retail, trade and wholesale
Timber supply from fencing through to flooring
Estimated turnover projection f/y 2022: $12 million
Frame and truss sales estimated $7 million, timber sales estimated $5 million
Turnover f/y 2021: $10 million
22 employees with average tenure of 25 years
8 families who have lost homes, property and vehicles
1 contractor
Supplied 400 homes and units in f/y 21
Manufactured ytd 300 dwellings
120 Active builders and customers
400 Retail trade customers
1000+ Customer data base
Our business concentrates on supply frames and trusses for residential housing market

The Ripple
Effect of
Devastating
Floods

Nature & Size of Sly Bros

Supply from Brisbane to Coffs Harbour to Tenterfield

We wholesale manufactured Frames and Trusses to 3
Bunnings stores and 2 local timber suppliers.

We supply timber to local schools and TAFE campuses
for their education and training purposes

We are major sponsors for Ballina Rugby union, Killer
Whales Evans Head, Bombers Evans Head, Evans Head
Cricket and Evans Head-Casino SLSC

We are at hand for any local emergency for use of
equipment and staff.

Our Business Services 
Stock on ground: $1 million

Work in progress: $500,000

Buildings: $400,000

Vehicles: $600,000 (Insurance TBA)

Future wages until back in production
(6 mths): $750,000

Manufacturing Equipment: 
       $1.5 million

Current Loss Tally:
$4.75 million


