
MELBOURNE PREMIERE SCREENING OF 
WHERE THE WATER STARTS showing at  
Melbourne Documentary Film FesCval 

Cinema Nova Vic Saturday 23rd July 5pm 

Inves&gates the destruc&on of the fragile alpine ecology of Australia!s Snowy Mountains"

#This environment is meant to be pris0ne, and we can no longer ignore the damage being done by these 
feral animals. It is the responsibility of all Australians to accept this land as your heritage, caring for it and 

protec0ng it as your culture.” - Richard Swain, Indigenous Ambassador, Invasive Species Council* 

The film is aCracDng like minded people who are concerned about all natural rivers in Australia and 
restoring them to full health. 

Where The Water Starts, reveals the unique threats to the fragile alpine ecology of Australia’s Snowy 
Mountains, featuring the voices of Indigenous and non-Indigenous community leaders. They're concerned 
about the devastaDng environmental challenges facing the headwaters of 3 iconic rivers in this precious 
region, and what must be done to protect it. 

The film takes the audience on a discovery tour of the Snowy Mountains from perspecDves rarely heard. 
Richard Swain, a Wiradjuri descendant who was born in Cooma and raised in the high country, is a strong, 
passionate voice in the film. Having witnessed the destrucDon of the environment by hard-hoofed animals, 
he has decided to speak out on this controversial issue, despite the acrimony that comes with it.  

Over generaDons, the landscape has been degraded to the point where 34 species of naDve plants and 
animals are now under threat. Hard-hoofed animals, parDcularly horses which are protected in Kosciuszko 
NaDonal Park are trampling the unique habitats of these threatened species and endangering the viability 
of the headwaters of the iconic Snowy, Murrumbidgee and Murray rivers. The massive bushfires of 
2019-2020 burned vast swathes of Kosciuszko NaDonal Park, highlighDng the context of climate change. 

Where The Water Starts highlights the voices of a range of respected Indigenous and non-Indigenous 
people, giving insight into the vital ecological, cultural and historical context of the themes in the film. 
These different perspecDves come together to illustrate that the best of Aboriginal connecDon and the best 
of regeneraDve science can work together for a beCer future for the mountains and the planet. "

#It's at 0pping point now, if you get the horses off and do a liAle bit of remedia0on, this will recover..” 
- Richard Swain 

Where The Water Starts promotes naDonal discussions about the protecDon of rivers and their headwaters.  

Links for Where the Water Starts: 
TwiHer @FrontyardFilms_  
Facebook: hCps://www.facebook.com/wherethewaterstarts  
MDFF: hCps://www.mdff.org.au/films/where-the-water-starts 
Cinema Nova Cckets: hCps://www.cinemanova.com.au/films/mdff-where-the-water-starts 
DuraCon: 70 minutes | ClassificaCon: PG 
MEDIA CONTACT: Richard Swain and the filmmakers, Mandy King & Fabio Cavadini are available for 

interviews. Contact Mandy King, Frontyard Films, cavadiniking@icloud.com  ph: 0410 633 503.                     

* Invasive Species Council is the host organisaDon for Reclaim Kosci which aims to protect the excepDonal 
natural heritage values of Kosciusko NaDonal Park.     hCps://reclaimkosci.org.au
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